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Diary Dates:  
 Tuesday 15th March: Some of our Y5 & Y6 children 

will participate in the inter school Hockey 
Competition.  

 Friday 18th March: This Friday, the school will 
celebrate St. Joseph’s Feast Day which falls on 
Saturday 19th March.  

 Tuesday 29th March - Berkshire School Games, Y3 
& 4 Badminton: Following the success of our 
Badminton Team in the local school competitions, 
the team has been invited to participate in the 
Berkshire School Games. Good Luck! 

 Wednesday 30th March - Easter Bonnet 
Competition:  On Wednesday we will have a parade 
in the school playground to show off all entries and 
there will be a prize for the most creative bonnet in 
each class  

 Thursday 31st March: Easter Egg Hunt 
 Friday 1st April @ 1.45pm - Y5 Passion Play: The Y5 

children will perform the Passion Play for their 

parents in the school hall. The children will view 

the play earlier in the week.  

 School Ends at usual times on Friday 1st April, last 

day of term. There will be ASC on this day too.  

 Friday 25th March - Ukraine Mufti Day: As a school 

community we would like to raise funds to support 

Ukraine. Therefore, on Friday 25th March, we invite 

pupils to come to school wearing blue and yellow 

colours and ask that, instead of bringing £1 into 

school, urge families make a generous donation to 

the Red cross or CAFOD appeal (links below).  

- https://cafod.org.uk/donations/picker?defaultuni

versaltype=single&_Appeal=123770 

- https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-

crisis-appeal 

 
 
Summer Term Dates  

1. Easter Holiday 4th April to Monday 18th April 

2. Children back to school: Tuesday 19th April 

3. Summer Half Term:  30th May to 3rd June 

4. Moving On Day, Friday 15th July: Last year the 

early transition helped the children settled 

much quicker in the autumn term. This 

summer, the children will spend the last week 

of term in their new class.  So, to confirm, the 

children will have their last day in their old 

classroom on Friday 15th July. The following 

Monday the children will move into their new 

classroom with their new teacher.  

5. Start of transition week, Monday 18th July 

6. End of Term: Friday 22nd July @ 1.30pm 

Fundraising for Lent: For Lent each class has chosen a 
specific fundraising event. All monies raised will go to 
Naomi House which helped one of our families. Naomi 
House provides nursing, care, play and family support 
through difficult times.  
 
After School Activities: 
We are currently planning our schedule of after school 
activities for the summer term.  Look out via 
Parentmail for an update and booking system which 
we plan to go live w/c 21st March 2022. 

We are growing together on our journey of achievement with  
Jesus in our hearts, heads and hands. 

                                                                  www.stjosephsbracknell.co.uk                       10th March 2022 
 

NEWSLETTER 

https://cafod.org.uk/donations/picker?defaultuniversaltype=single&_Appeal=123770
https://cafod.org.uk/donations/picker?defaultuniversaltype=single&_Appeal=123770
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-crisis-appeal
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-crisis-appeal
http://www.stjosephsbracknell.co.uk/
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Covid 19 Update:  Overall, the mortality and 
hospitalisation rates as a result from COVID 19 (C19) 
are falling. However, cases on the ground especially in 
schools are high. This is impacting both children and 
staff attendance. We are presently dealing with 
outbreaks and infections whilst being mindful that 
variants are still possible. This present situation is 
considered the transitional phase as we move towards 
C19 being part of everyday life – similar to flu 
response. The expectation is that this transitional 
phase from C19 may take 3-5 years. So, we are now 
moving to an endemic phase of living with Covid-19. 
An endemic virus is one that is constant in a 
population with largely predictable patterns. The 
present situation is therefore a transitional phase - 
moving from pandemic to endemic.  
You may find the following notes helpful to 
understand the governments approach to living with 
C19. 
What has changed since 2020? 
Knowledge: We know more about COVID-19 than we 
used to, how it is spread, how it affects different 
groups, how to treat it 
Testing: Widespread testing now available so that we 
can identify cases, including asymptotic, and better 
target control measures 
Vaccination: Vast majority of people are now 
protected against serious illness, hospitalisation, and 
death 
Virus 
• Omicron is less likely than Delta to cause serious 

illness 

• Omicron is more transmissible than Delta making 

it harder to prevent transmission which means 

control measures will be less effective 

Treatment: Community and hospital treatments for 
those most at risk of serious ill health 
What does this mean for now? 
Isolation 
• Vaccination and testing à most contacts no 

longer required to isolate, many of whom won’t 

have caught COVID-19 

• BUT lots of cases currently isolating due to very 

high case numbers à significant pressures on 

critical services 

 
Immunity 
• Omicron has ability to escape the immune 

response (from by both vaccination and prior 

infection with Delta) 

• BUT vaccination remains highly effective against 

serious illness, hospitalisation and death 

• Early data indicates that infection with Omicron 

induces an immune response against both 

Omicron and Delta 

Education settings 

• Schools are being hit really hard at the moment!  

• There is recognition that there are huge 
pressures on schools due to high case numbers in 
pupils and staff 

• National priority that education and childcare 
settings should continue to operate as normally 
as possible during the COVID-19 pandemic (DfE 
contingency framework) 

• Control measures available to schools can help to 
reduce transmission but they cannot prevent it  

• The aim is to strike a balance between reducing 
transmission and minimising disruption to 
education 

What might the future look like?  
Likely new variants will arise and require targeted 
response 
Hopes 

• Improved vaccinations à prevent people getting 
infected and stop them passing it on 

• Increase in population immunity (resulting from 
vaccination and infection) à prevent people 
getting infected, stop them passing it on and 
reducing the ‘seriousness’ of the disease 

• More/better treatment à reducing the 
‘seriousness’ of the disease 

Potential policy changes 

• An end to widespread testing – some testing will 
remain for surveillance and diagnostic purposes  

• COVID-19 becoming an endemic disease:  
- endemic doesn’t mean harmless – it means 

accepting that a disease will circulate because 

elimination or eradication is perceived as too 

difficult or costly 

- A move to responding to COVID in the same 

way as other diseases e.g., flu, norovirus, 

chickenpox 

Parent Governor: As a parent governor you have an 
opportunity to work with the school to ensure that we 
provide a caring environment for children to learn in.  
If you think you may be interested, please have an 

informal chat with the headteacher or one of our 

school governors – many of whom are parents. You can 

also find out more about our governing body on our 

school website:  

www.stjosephs.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/governors  
 

http://www.stjosephs.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/governors
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Uniform Reminder  

 
 

School Hiring:  On a Tuesday and Thursday night, the 
school hall is hired out to BLAZE Martial Arts. 
Unfortunately, there is an overlap with our parents 
and theirs arriving to either drop off or collect their 
children. We have reminded the organisers to inform 
their parents to drive slowly and careful on Gipsy 
Lane.  
 
What has happened in school – our Twitter Feed:  
Fantastic FRED & the Professor had a great day being 
with you at St Joseph’s Catholic School. The team 
have produced a video for your child to share with 
you the important messages of FRED. The video is a 
summary of what the children have learnt and helps 
to communicate the messages in a fun and engaging 
way so that the children’s learning can carry on at 
home too. Watch and share the video here: 
www.thefantasticfredexperience.com/for-parents-
guardians 

 
 

http://www.thefantasticfredexperience.com/for-parents-guardians
http://www.thefantasticfredexperience.com/for-parents-guardians
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Congratulatio 

 
Congratulations to Year 3’s Chloe and Helena who 

recently took part in a dancing show at Camberley 

Theatre. Well done girls!  

Congratulations to Year 3's Aedan, Philip K and 
Raphael to took part in the Oxford Rugby Festival. We 
were very impressed with the medals you won! 
 
Congratulations to Zoe (3), Izzy (4), Jack (5) and Mya 
(5) who, over half term, performed in the Matilda Jr 
production at Southill Park. We hear it was a huge 
success!  
 
Congratulations to: Year 3's Phillip P who achieved his 
level 4 swimming certificate. Wow!  
 
Ukraine:  The situation in Ukraine is horrendous. 
Whilst we are geographically far away from the 
events, many in our school are directly affected as 
they may have families or roots in the region. The 
news and social media feeds are filled with the latest 
information, and some of it is very upsetting and 
worrying; and may not even be verified. Children 
listening and viewing distressing images can become 
frightened and fearful. 
Here are some background reading resources to help 
you think about how adults can support children with 
what they are seeing or feeling. Please read through 
these links before sharing, to ensure that they are 
suitable for your child:  
 
Supporting your child if they see upsetting content 
online about what is happening in Ukraine (Childnet) 
 

We should not hide from children what is happening 
in Ukraine (Schools Week/Children's Commissioner) 
 

How to talk to children about what’s happening in 
Ukraine and World War Three anxiety (Metro 

Help for teachers and families to talk to pupils about 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and how to help them 
avoid misinformation (Department for Education) 
 

E-Safety Information – ROBLOX: We have been made 
aware of an e-safety concern with this online game 
which is a creator system where the majority of the 
content is created by “amateur” game creators. These 
game makers are able to create and publish games to 
the community using simple tools. And that means 
they can try ideas that wouldn’t get funded for a 
commercial release. 

These games can then be played by children 
worldwide, often online together, through a phone or 
tablet application or a web browser. 

As with any online game, there are some dangers to 
be aware of: 

1. Roblox Age ratings: because the content in Roblox is 
user-generated it doesn’t fall under the same 
rigorous age ratings as content made by commercial 
companies. Roblox itself is rated PEGI 7 in the UK, 
with rating details that explicitly say there is no 
blood. However, Roblox itself does filter and check 
the games that are being created both for 
inappropriate images and profanity.  
The best solution for ensuring the content is 
appropriate for your child is to specify the Account 
Restrictions setting in the linked Roblox account. 
This limits the playable games to those selected by 
Roblox itself. Although do note that setting a child’s 
age as under 13 doesn’t limit the games they can 
access. See below. 

 

2. Roblox in-game purchases: Although the actual 
game of Roblox is free to play, children are 
incentivised to make purchases in the game with 
real money. They can purchase Robux for cash 
which is then spent on equipment and outfits in 
the games. Ensure that you are tracking and 
password-protecting credit cards on your 
systems, so no unanticipated purchases are 
made. It’s worth talking to your child about this 
commercial aspect of the game before they play. 
 

3. Roblox Parental Controls: There are 
other parental controls that can be used in the 

https://www.childnet.com/blog/supporting-your-child-with-upsetting-content/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/we-should-not-hide-from-children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine/
https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation/
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game to ensure Roblox is super safe for younger 
players. It’s worth checking out the Roblox 
website for guidance.  

First, it is important that you enter the correct 
date of birth for your child’s account. This will 
trigger the appropriate safe chat with a higher 
level of filtering. Additionally, this means you 
will get a separate parent login so you can 
check up on your child’s interactions. 
You should limit games to those curated by 
Roblox staff as follows: 

• Log in to roblox.com 
• Click the Gear icon in the top right 
• Select Settings then Security 
• Enable the Account Restrictions slider 

4. Monitoring your Child’s account: Roblox has 
several ways to monitor account activity. 
While logged in, you can view the following 
histories from their related sections: It is 
essential these are checked regularly.  

• Direct and small group chat (Chat & Party 
feature found in the lower right corner of the 
apps). There you can see individual chat 
histories. This feature is limited to Friends, 
and Friends of Friends. 

• Private message history (Messages) 
• Friends and Followers (Friends) 
• Virtual item purchase and trade history (My 

Transactions, browser only) 

• Creations such as games, items, sounds, 
ads…etc (Create, browser only) 

• Recently played games (Home, Keep Playing 
or My Recent) 

5. Roblox Online Interactions: Being an online 
game means that players in Roblox can interact 
and communicate with each other in various 
ways. This can be via voice or written text once 
friend requests have been made. 

It is simple to restrict these interactions on 
the settings for your account: 

• Log in to roblox.com 
• Click the Gear icon in the top right 
• Select Settings then Privacy 
• Restrict interactions via Content Settings and 

Other Settings 

You should note that this doesn’t disable friend 
requests in Roblox. Therefore, it’s important to check 
in on the Friend Requests page on the website to 
ensure strangers are not being accepted. We have 
been made aware of a situation where a stranger 
asked a child to type inappropriate words into their 
google search – this was via private messages.  

Here is a useful Youtube video explaining these points 
Is Roblox safe for children - see parent's guide | 
Internet Matters 
 

 
 

INFORMATION YOU MAY FIND USEFUL 
 

Sleep Better: Knowing what steps we can take to support our mental wellbeing can help us feel better, sleep better 
and have better relationships with the people around us.1 
 
Flexible and accessible NHS approved Sleep resources were created by teachers, to spark discussion among young 
people about the physical and mental benefits of sleep. Featuring videos co-created by young people, the resources 
include engaging, bite-sized activities and advice on how to get a good night's sleep.  
 
Create Hope have a couple of job opportunities or could be combined for the right person.  They are looking for an 
administrator/office manager and a finance administrator. The administrator Post is a very client focused role and 
will involve processing referrals, communicating with referrers and supporting the general day to day admin tasks for 
the charity.  
The finance role is around processing invoices, chasing debtors, processing payroll and liaising with customers. Both 
roes part time and the organisation is hoping to appoint someone as soon as possible. Please see advert below:  

https://corp.roblox.com/parents/
https://corp.roblox.com/parents/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/parents-guide-to-roblox-and-how-your-kids-can-play-it-safely/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/parents-guide-to-roblox-and-how-your-kids-can-play-it-safely/
https://mail15.informationforschools.co.uk/lt.php?tid=KkhWAwcABAQADRoHB1dZSQZTVF1MWw1WVxRWUANUAlUGBFQHUFpKA1ZSU1dYVVJJC1hXAExXAAFXFFMAD1cfAQNXBlEGWg5TBQYBTlVVWVQFUFJbTAIGVlAUBlMFUx9bV1VVH1UFAldSUFMEA1pTBg
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`Parent Support Workshops 
 

To book a space please email your name, school and contact number to 
Inge.Taylor@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 

Helping children to overcome anxious thoughts and worries 
A 2-hour session looking at 

• What happens when children become anxious 

• The impact that COVID has had on children’s mental health 

• Techniques for helping children deal with their fears / worries  

Anxiety X 
 

Wednesday 27th April 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

6.30 – 8.30 pm 

   

Managing Behaviour in a Positive Way 
A 2-hour session looking at 

• Gain insight into your own parenting style / relationship with your child 

• Learn or revisit positive ways of managing behaviour 

• Strategies to deal with unacceptable behaviours  
MB16 
 

Thursday 28th April 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

6.30 – 8.30 pm 

   

Supporting Children to get a Healthy Night’s Sleep 
A 1 ½ hour session looking at  

• The different sleep issues facing our families 

• Tips on how to get a good night’s sleep. 

• Help children develop good sleeping habits 
 

Sleep 8 
16 spaces 

Wednesday 30th March 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

6.30 – 8.00 pm 

   

Reducing Sibling Rivalry 
A 1 ½ hour session looking at  

• Encouraging a more harmonious sibling relationship  

• Learn / revisit techniques for children to cope with being a sibling 

• Triggers for negative sibling attitudes / boost children's emotional literacy  

Siblings 2  
 

Tuesday 10th May 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

6.30 – 8pm 

   

Supporting a smooth transition to secondary school (for year 5 and 6 parents) 
A 1 ½ hour session looking at  

• What the transition involves 

• The positives and concerns of transitioning to a new setting 

• Boosting your child’s ability to have a smooth transition 

 

Transition 6 
 

Wednesday 25th May 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

6.30 – 8pm  

Transition 7 
 

Monday 13th June 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

6.30 – 8pm  

 

mailto:Inge.Taylor@bracknell-forest.gov.uk

