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Dear parent,  
As always, the end of term seems far off and then 
suddenly, it is here! We have yet again had an unusual 
term yet are extremely fortunate to have a safe and 
healthy second half term.   
 
COVID 19 Update: Over the last two weeks we have 
had two positive cases in Y3 and a staff member in YR.  
 
To date the advice on measures to be taken remains 
the same for schools apart from Track and Trace 

changes. Please remember that as a school, we do not 
get any early warning about changes – we get to know 
the same time as the public. Also be aware that the 
advice remains subject to change as the situation can 
very quickly evolve.   
 
Presently, the Government’s stance is that  

• COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we have to 

learn to live.   

• It is imperative to reduce the disruption to children 

and young people’s education. The priority is to 

deliver face-to-face, high-quality education to all 

pupils. The evidence is clear that being out of 

education causes significant harm to educational 

attainment, life chances, mental and physical 

health.  

• The only change to date is tracing close contacts 

and isolation. 

 
 

• Since the start of term and going forward close 

contacts in schools are identified by NHS Test and 

Trace. As with positive cases in any other setting, 

NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case 

and/or their parent to identify close contacts. 

Contacts from a school setting will only be traced 

by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case’s 

parent specifically identifies the individual as being 

a close contact. In exceptional cases, the school 

may be contacted to help with identifying close 

contacts. So, if contacted by Track and Trace, you 

may need to identify the whole class as a close 

contact. The classes are kept separate so any other 

contact would be sibling.  

• Adults who are fully vaccinated and all children 

and young people aged between 5 and 18 years 

and 6 months identified as a contact of someone 

with COVID-19 should take a LFT test every day for 
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7 days and continue to attend their setting as 

normal, unless they have a positive test result. 

• Daily testing of close contacts applies to all 

contacts who are:  

o fully vaccinated adults (people who have had 2 

doses of an approved vaccine) 

o all children and young people aged 5 to 18 

years and 6 months, regardless of their 

vaccination status  

o people who are not able to get vaccinated for 

medical reasons  

o Settings will continue to have a role in working 

with health protection teams in the case of a 

local outbreak (10% of class)  

Face Covering: Face coverings help protect the wearer 
and others against the spread of infection because 
they cover the nose and mouth, which are the main 
confirmed sources of transmission of COVID-19. We 
ask that parents wear a face mask on the school 
grounds from January – this is especially important 
where classes queue to collect their children in the 
afternoon. Staff and adult visitors will continue to 
wear a mask in school when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors 
and communal areas. Health advice continues to be 
that children in primary schools should not be asked 
to wear face coverings.  
 
Parent Workshop: At the start of the term we have 
allocated a time for the teacher to go through specific 
topics as well as outline the term’s plans. The teachers 
have therefore prepared a short workshop to help 
parents with specific areas on some of the following 
topics - Y6 SATs Workshop, Phonics, Handwriting 
expectations, Reading. Please try to attend this 
meeting at 4.30pm as your attendance would be very 
welcomed. These meetings will be held online via 
MSTEAMS and invite sent from class teacher.  
 
PE Days: We have changed the rota for PE for the 
spring term. To help you organise the clothes for 
these days, please see below. We are also in the 
process of trying to arrange external coaching in other 
varieties of sport i.e. Lacrosse, fencing for KS1.  We 
are dependent on the times and days offered by these 
companies so for a short period of time the days 
below may need to be changed. 
Year 1: Tuesday & Wednesday 
Year 2: Monday & Thursday 
Year 3: Thursday & Friday 
Year 4: Monday & Tuesday 
Year 5: Monday & Friday 
Year 6: Wednesday & Friday 
 

Guitar:  Our old guitar teacher, Mr. Daniel Scriven, will 
be back teaching our Y5 & 6 guitar in the Spring Term. 
The Guitar lessons will be held on Thursday morning.  
 
Hamper Raffle: Many thanks to everyone’s efforts – 
those that contributed to the hampers and those that 
bought tickets. We raised £1,460 which will be used to 
fund classroom resources i.e. RE Multifaith artefacts.  
 
Online Christmas Productions: We are delighted to 
celebrate the story of the Birth of Jesus with our 
Nativity Play by Nursery & Year R as well as in our 
Carol Service ‘The Meaning of Myrrh’. These online 
productions were as a direct result of our creative and 
dedicated staff who overcame the distancing 
challenge to produce collaborative and reflective 
pieces.  
The children sang their hearts out and we are truly 
delighted with the result! A special thanks to Mrs. 
McKay in Reception who worked her magic to 
produce wonderful videos of the children. Please 
enjoy watching these videos at home with your 
family. The link and password will be sent home 
separately by Parentmail. Please remember to not 
share any of these links on any social media. Thank 
you for your cooperation.  
 
Goodbye: This term we have said goodbye to Mrs. 
Turner, Y2 Teaching Assistant and Mrs. Pember, 
Lunchtime Controller. We hope that both are enjoying 
their free time and that Mrs. Turner is enjoying the 
Welsh countryside.  
We also say goodbye to Miss McLellan, Y5 teacher and 
wish every success in her new position.  
 
We would also like to pray for all in our community 
who lost a close family member this term.  
 
May eternal light shine upon them, may they rest in 
Peace. Amen.  
 
Please do take care of yourselves and the children 
over the holiday period and we look forward to seeing 
you all –and the children – in 2022. The new term 
begins for the children on Wednesday 5th January, 
gates open at 8.30am until 8.45am. Happy Christmas 
to you all. I hope you have a blessed time. 
 
 
Mrs. J. Dunlop 
Headteacher 
 

 


