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Advent All through December, the children’s RE 
learning is focussed on the season of Advent. The 
children are reminded of the signs and symbols of 
Advent that include candles, the Advent wreath 
and the colour purple. Familiar scripture will be 
read, such as the story of the Annunciation. The 
children will learn about the role of the prophets, 
who helped to prepare us for the presence of 
Jesus. We will also know that we prepare for the 
second coming of Christ through our prayers and 
by following Christ. We will embrace and focus on 
the joy and excitement of the Advent season as a 
parish community and as the family of God. 
 
COVID 19 Update: Last week, we had our first 
pupil reported case of COVID since half term. This 

case was in Year 3 – the year group that had an 
‘outbreak’ prior to half term.  
We have been very lucky this half term, as I know 
many schools across the county who have been 
struggling with attendance and staffing of 
affected year groups.  
 
We have been closely monitoring the 
government guidance and we have implemented 
all aspects to date. In fact, we have implemented 
more than the four control measures outlined in 
the guidance:  

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone.  

2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes.  

3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.  

4. Follow public health advice on testing, 

self-isolation and managing confirmed 

cases of COVID-19. 

Last week, the school received their delivery of 
CO2 monitors. These were placed in all teaching 
classes and closely monitored by the teacher. In 
the older classes CO2 monitors were chosen. 
Their job is to monitor the CO2 levels and if they 
raise then remind the teacher that extra windows 
and doors need to be opened and ventilated.  
 
The guidance also clearly states that ‘If anyone in 
your school develops COVID-19 symptoms, 
however mild, you should send them home and 
they should follow public health advice’ i.e. have 
a PCR test.  
 

We are growing together on our journey of achievement with Jesus in our hearts, heads and hands. 
 

                                                                  www.stjosephsbracknell.co.uk                       13th December 2021 

Reflection:  
Luke 1:26-38 “I baptise you with water, but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I 
am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of His sandals; He will baptise you the Holy Spirit and fire.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord During Advent, Jesus has asked us to STAND TALL in our faith and face 
difficulties with strength and courage. The second week of Advent, we BOWED DOWN our hearts and 
asked Jesus to change us when we ask for forgiveness of our sins. This week, we WELCOME Jesus 
through our words and actions, as we rejoice in His presence amongst us. 
 

DECEMBER 

Mon 13th  
 

Christmas Jumper day & Santa 
Dash.  

Tues 14th   
 

Cinderella Pantomime @ SHP –  
Collection at 4.30pm 

Wed 15th  XMAS Lunch – wear something 
Christmassy. 

Fri 17th   • Christmas Raffle 

• End of term @ 1.30pm 

JANUARY 

Tue 4th  
January 

INSET DAY – school closed to pupils 

Wed 5th 
January 

Children are all back to school for 
8.30 - 8.45am. 

15th 
January 

Deadline for Primary admissions 
for September 2021 

NEWSLETTER 

http://www.stjosephsbracknell.co.uk/
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This term the government has been also 
monitoring attendance as ‘School attendance is 
mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age 
and it is a priority to ensure that as many children 
as possible regularly attend school’. We would 
like to thank all parents for clearly explaining all 
children’s absence/s and we understand that due 
to the number of COVID cases, as well as tummy 
bugs and colds that the number of absences will 
be higher than usual. Indeed, the official 
calculation of ‘persistent absentees’ has never 
been so high in St. Joseph’s School.  
 

I am very mindful, that the guidance may change 
after Christmas. However, as our classes are 
already in bubbles and staff wear masks in 
communal areas – any other changes in school 
procedures should be minor. The change that we 
are most concerned about is if we have a case of 
the Omicron variant. In one school where there 
was a case – all pupils were sent home for a day 
and strongly encouraged to have a PCR. Then the 
close contacts had to isolate for 10 days. In our 
case – close contacts could potentially be all the 
pupils and staff in the affected class. So, if we 
have a case of Omicron, please be prepared to 
have your child/ren at home for 10 days isolation. 
  
For the class/children who are isolating, the 
school will continue to provide remote learning 
with at least two live lessons. If isolating and you 
require the loan of a laptop, please let us know as 
we have a set especially set aside for this 
purpose.  
 
South Hill Park: Cinderella: We are all looking 
forward to our first live panto in two years. We 
are the only school in the theatre and we intend 
to social distance the classes during the 
performance. For collection, please wait until the 
children are all out of the main theatre and in the 
courtyard. Staff can then safely dismiss the 
children to the collecting adult. Please make sure 
that you are on time to collect your child at 
4.30pm and be patient as the children are 
dismissed safely. Thank you.  
 
Y6 Residential Trip to Wales: The Year 6 all 
arrived back safely on Friday evening. The 
children were full of enthusiasm relating their 

adventures. All were ecstatic to back in the arms 
of their family. 
 

Smart run/ Walking to School: Despite the cold 
and wet weather, it is great to see plenty of 
walking, scooting and cycling continuing this 
term. The scheme is getting close to reaching the 
distance to the moon in green miles. About 20k 
miles to go!  
The scheme will be running through to the 
Summer at least.  
Please note that barcodes are being placed near 
each battery/solar powered reader as back up. It 
is harder for us to keep all the readers online in 
the cold dark winter days! The barcode can be 
scanned with a mobile to report journey. You will 
still need their unique tag number so data is 
captured anonymously and mobile numbers are 
not remembered nor recorded.  
 
Safeguarding: The safeguarding team here at St. 
Joseph’s are here to ensure that all children have 
the best possible outcomes. We understand that 
the Christmas period can be a difficult time for 
many and we are able to support you and 
signpost families to a range of services that can 
help. If you are concerned about:  

- Your child’s mental health, 

- Behaviour at home,  

- Money or food, or 

- Your child’s health needs 

Then please speak to a member of the 
safeguarding team (Mrs. Dunlop, Mrs. Philpott or 
Mrs. Smith). We can refer you to the school 
nursing service, parent support groups, the 
Mental Health School Team who may be able to 
provide advice or support to your family.  
We are also able to make a referral on your 
behalf to the ‘Early Help’ team at Bracknell Forest 
Local Authority who can provide a higher level of 
support and access to other services if this is 
appropriate.  
Our safeguarding team are supportive, non-
judgemental and you can be assured of the 
confidentially of this support. Please do not 
hesitate to speak to us either on the gate or call 
into the office to make an appointment.  
 



 

 

3 

With the holidays in sight, this is a very 
opportune time to share with you the advice 
from the NSPCC about leaving your child at home 
without any adult supervision:  
Leaving Your Child Home Alone - Advice | NSPCC 
 
It has come to our attention that quite a few of 
the children are listening to Bo Burnham. For those of 
you (like myself) who are unaware, Bo Burnham is an 
American comedian, singer, songwriter, musician, 
actor and Internet celebrity. Burnham writes comedic 
and satirical songs with a politically incorrect slant. 
Many of the lyrics in his songs are very inappropriate 
for young children so you may wish to encourage your 
child not to follow his music.  

 
Congratulations: Well done to some after school 
club children who have won a competition to 
name the Bracknell Forest recycling Trucks. The 
winning names were; Robert the recycler and 
Sustainable Sammy. We cannot wait to see the new 
trucks driving around Bracknell.  
 

End of Term The school term will end on the 17th 

of December at 1.30pm.   There will be no ASC on 
this day and all children should be collected at 
1.30pm. 
 
Wishing you a very Holy and Peaceful Christmas 
 
Mrs. J. Dunlop 
Headteacher 
 
 
Five Acre Wood Special School in Maidstone 

would like to share 
their wonderful 
news!  A few weeks 
ago, 25 of their 
students went off to 
Deevu recording 
studio, and along 
with Jack Rose, they 
recorded “Hall of 
Fame” originally 

released by The Script.  The single is due to be 
released on Friday 17th December and the school 
would really appreciate your help to get their 
students to that coveted Christmas Number One 
spot!  Please feel free to share the link with 
family and friends. 

 
https://itunes.apple.com/album/hall-of-fame-
feat-jack-rose-single/1599136951?&app=itunes 
 
https://bfan.link/hall-of-fame-1 
 

 
Parenting Special Children are running the 
following events face-to-face and/or online via 
Zoom. They are free for Berkshire families or at a 
nominal cost. Please click on the highlighted 
event title for further information and to book. 
*Please note that due to changes in our funding 
some events now have restrictions by location. 
Please make sure you book the correct ticket* 

 
Pre and Post Assessment Workshops: ADHD (3 
workshops): Berkshire East 
A series of three linked ADHD workshops for 
families registered with a Berkshire East NHS GP 
surgery (Ascot, Bracknell Forest, Slough, Windsor 
& Maidenhead). 
Dates: Tuesday 11th, 18th, and 25th January. 
Time: 7-8.30pm. 
Venue: Online via Zoom. 
 
Community Parent/Carer Support Group: 
Bracknell 
A support group for family members who have 
children/young people with additional needs 
living within the community of Bracknell. 
Date: Thursday 13th January. 
Time: 12.30-2.30pm. 
Venue: The Square (Hall 2), Great 
Hollands, Bracknell RG12 8UX  
 
Pre and Post Assessment Workshops: ADHD (3 
workshops): Berkshire West 
Topic based workshops for parent/carers 
supporting children and young people with 

Social Interaction Group for Children and 
Young People: Senior Group: Aged 11-16 
(School Years 7-11) 
A 6-week course to support young people 
who are awaiting an assessment for Autism 
or ADHD or have already received a 
diagnosis. 
Starting Date: Monday 10th January. 
Time: 4.30-6pm. 
Venue: Online via Zoom.  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/in-the-home/home-alone/
https://itunes.apple.com/album/hall-of-fame-feat-jack-rose-single/1599136951?&app=itunes
https://itunes.apple.com/album/hall-of-fame-feat-jack-rose-single/1599136951?&app=itunes
https://bfan.link/hall-of-fame-1
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=5f4d4c2b9b&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=5f4d4c2b9b&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=eb65a31412&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=eb65a31412&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=1b4b35fd4e&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=1b4b35fd4e&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=337e55ae0c&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=337e55ae0c&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=337e55ae0c&e=00bb03cb4e
https://bfan.link/hall-of-fame-1
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ADHD. 
A series of three linked ADHD workshops for 
families registered with a Berkshire West NHS 
area GP surgery (Reading, Wokingham, West 
Berkshire). 
Dates: Thursday 13th, 20th, and 27th January. 
Time: 7-8.30pm. 
Venue: Online via Zoom. 
 
Sensory Processing and Avoidant Restrictive 
Food Intake Disorder (ARFID): Berkshire 
For parent/carers of, and professionals working 
with, children and young people who have 
Sensory Processing difficulties. 
Date: Tuesday 18th January. 
Time: 10am-12pm. 
Venue: Online via Zoom. 
 
Parenting a Child with Toileting Issues 
A workshop for Adopters, Foster Carers, Kinship 
Carers & Professionals working with children in 
care. 
Date: Thursday 27th January. 
Time: 7-9pm. 
Venue: Online via Zoom. 
 
Sensory Processing Workshop: Berkshire East 
For parent/carers of children and young people 
with Sensory Processing difficulties, who are 
registered with a Berkshire East NHS GP surgery 
(Ascot, Bracknell Forest, Slough, Windsor and 
Maidenhead). 
Date: Monday 31st January. 
Time: 7-8.30pm. 
Venue: Online via Zoom. 
Social Interaction Group for Children and Young 
People: Junior Group: Aged 8-11 (Up to School 
Year 6) 
A 6-week course to support young people who 
are awaiting an assessment for Autism or ADHD 
or have already received a diagnosis. 
Date: Starting Monday 28th January. 
Time: 4.30-6pm. 
Venue: Tilehurst Youth and Community 
Centre, 23 The Triangle, Reading RG30 4RN 
 

 

ON DEMAND PRESENTATIONS  

 

Sleep Tips for Children and Young People 
(age 8+) 
A 12-minute presentation for children and 
young people (age 8+). Available to view on 
demand until 31 December. £2 per 
download. 
Sleep Tips for Teens 
A 40-minute presentation for teenagers 
who struggle with their sleep.  
Available to view on demand until 
31. £4 per download. 

PSC are working in partnership with Autism 
Berkshire to provide Autism and ADHD related 
support under the new 'Berkshire West Autism 
and ADHD Service'. You can see additional 
events provided by Autism Berkshire here. 
 
For additional events provided by GEMS, the 
Berkshire East Autism and ADHD Support 
Service, please click here. 
 

 

For help and advice or if you just need to 
talk:  

 

 

Helpline and Diagnosis Support Service 
(Mon – Thur, 10am – 2.30pm) 
Tel: 0118 9863532, email: 
dss@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk 
 
Trauma and Attachment Service 
Tel: 07557 102623, email: 
tas@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk 
 
Sleep Service 
Email: 
sleep@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk 
 
Community Support Groups 
Tel: 07810 689679, email: 
supportgroups@parentingspecialchildren.co
.uk 
 
For any other enquiries please email 
admin@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk   

 
 
 

https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=b6ccf7ae80&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=b6ccf7ae80&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=76eed604cd&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=6b3ef79729&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=3a89487ffc&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=3a89487ffc&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=3a89487ffc&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=5dd9fccb3c&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=5dd9fccb3c&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=606916af2e&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=3cf231c5ea&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=f9f7df5541&e=00bb03cb4e
https://parentingspecialchildren.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f4b35852b8afb7cb7de06e6e&id=538eeebc2c&e=00bb03cb4e
mailto:dss@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
mailto:tas@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
mailto:sleep@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
mailto:supportgroups@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
mailto:supportgroups@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
mailto:admin@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
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