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Communication and Language  

Educational 
Programme  

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early 
age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout 
the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new 
vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity 
to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive 
questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.  
  

Check point/intent Implementation/provision 

• Beginning to understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.  
• Increasing learning a wide range of vocabulary through books, stories and songs  
• Begin to use new vocabulary throughout the day  
• Beginning to articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences 
• Begin to connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives. 
• Begin to describe the main events within a story  
• Beginning to  Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things 
work and why they might happen 
• Engage in story times  
• Begin to use new vocabulary in different contexts 
• Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 
• Beginning to learn rhymes, poems and songs. 
• Engage in non-fiction books  
• Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to beginning to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and 
vocabulary 

• Circle times  

• Recommended book list 

• Vocabulary book 

• Daily story time – at least 20 minutes per day  

• Role-play areas  

• Daily singing  

• Quality talk and interest in continuous provision  

• Sustained shared thinking  

• Exaggerate a repeat vocabulary  

• Access to non-fiction texts  

• Identify new vocabulary before planning 
activities, for example, changes in materials: 
‘dissolving’, ‘drying’, and ‘evaporating’; in music: 
‘percussion’, ‘tambourine’. 

• See development matters for further guidance  
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Educational 
Programme  

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive 
development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive 
relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage 
emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and 
direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage 
personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts 
peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.   

Check point/intent Implementation/provision 

• Children see themselves as a valuable individual 
• Children are learning to  Build constructive and respectful relationships – using ‘conflict resolution’  
• Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others 
• Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge 
• Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. 
• Children begin to think about the perspectives of others. 
• Children begin to know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: 
regular physical activity, healthy eating, tooth brushing, sensible amounts of ‘screen time’, having a good sleep 
routine, being a safe pedestrian 
• Understand how it feels to belong and that we are similar and different starting to understand children’s rights 
and this means we should all be allowed to learn and play  
• An understanding  what being responsible means 

• PSHE, RE, and circle times – being me in my world  

• Conflict resolution  

• Stay and plays    

• Parents’ information sheet  

• Family photo wall in home corner  

• Routines and rules of the setting  

• Discussions at snack time and involving children in 
snack time  

• Weekly PE  

• Walk to church/autumn walk – road safety  
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Physical Development  

Educational 
Programme  

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences 
develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional 
awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both 
indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor 
skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-
ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and 
the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence.  
 

Check point/intent Implementation/provision 

• Beginning to revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already 
acquired: rolling, crawling, walking, jumping. Running, hopping, skipping, climbing 

• Children develop their fine motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, 

safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, 

scissors, knives, forks and spoons. 

• Beginning to confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and 

outside, alone and in a group. 

• Children are beginning to form letters accurately using the schools letter formation script  

• Beginning to understand and develop the skills they need to manage the school day 

successfully.  

• Children develop their agility and locomotion skills   

• Children can copy simple dance moves and develop a simple routine with a partner 

• PE lessons using Real PE  

• Using the outside area to create obstacle courses  

• Well stocked playdough, painting, sand and water area  

• Funky Fingers area  

• Correctly modelled handwriting using ‘Kinetic Letters’  

• Dance/movement breaks daily  

• Provide advice but where possible do not cut food for 
children  

• Continuously check the process of children’s 
handwriting (pencil grip and letter formation, including 
directionality). Provide extra help and guidance when 
needed. 
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Literacy  

Educational 
Programme  

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language 
comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and 
the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the 
speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves 
transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 

Check point/intent Implementation/provision 

• Children can write at least 50% of phase 2 letters accurately using the schools letter 

formation script  

• Children read individual letters by saying the sounds for them (around 80% of phase 2 and 
beginning to recall phase 3 digraphs)   

• Children are beginning to blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words 
made up of known letter– sound correspondences 

• Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. 

• Read all of phase 2 and few phase 3 tricky words  

• Reading skills are sufficient to partaking in guided reading from spring 1  

• Read simple phrases 

• Children are beginning to read and re-read books to build up their confidence in word 
reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment 

• Beginning to spell CVC words by segmenting the sounds and then writing the sound with 
letter/s. 

• Beginning to write short captions with support from an adult or purposefully in child 

initiated learning 

• High quality daily phonics sessions from week 2 in 
Reception using Floppy’s Phonics  

• Interventions for the lowest 20% and those falling 
behind the schools programme  

• Half-termly summative phonic assessments  

• Parents phonics information session  

• Strict following of the schools phonics policy 

• Story time book for parents to share with children  

• Daily story time and singing  

• Reading book matched to the child’s phonic stage to be 
read daily when children can confidently blend CVC 
words. Book without words to be given initially to 
children to practise turning pages of the book etc.    

• Engaging writing activities  

• ‘Oxford Owl’ to  enhance reading at home 
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Mathematics   

Educational 
Programme  

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be 
able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By 
providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for 
organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important 
that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and 
measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a 
go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.   

Check point/intent Implementation/provision 

• Count objects, actions and sounds 

• Subsidise with numbers to 6 and may be beginning to recognise beyond  

• Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value 

• Count beyond ten 

• Compare numbers (1-5)  

• Match and sort objects based on various attributes  

• Can compare size, mass, capacity  

• Can make a simple pattern 

• Represent, compare and composition of the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5  

• Deep understanding of triangles and circles  

• Knowledge of spatial awareness and positional language  

• One more/less when working with numbers 1-5  

• Deep understanding of squares and rectangles  

• Understanding of time and sequence within the day including language of time 

• White rose maths ‘just like me’ ‘it’s me 1, 2, 3’ light and 
dark  

• Maths opportunities in continuous provision  

• Various books and texts – e.g. pattern bugs, The button 
box  

• Daily counting songs  

• Identify children who have had less prior experience of 
counting and provide additional opportunities for 
counting practice. 

• Five frames, number frames, dice games,  

• Model 2D/3D shapes throughout  

• Water and sand areas 
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Understanding the World   

Educational 
Programme  

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal 
experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of 
society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their 
understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity 
with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

Check point/intent Implementation/provision 

• Talk about members of their immediate family and community 

• Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

• Understand families and others may be different to themselves  

• Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

• Understand that some places are special to members of their community 

• Begin to understand and recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special 
times in different ways. 

• Explore the natural world around them beginning to understand the local environment and 
the changes in the seasons  

• Begin to understand British values and tolerance  

• Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside  

• Begin to recognise some environments that are different from the one in which they live. 

• Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them – can the 
children compare this with other countries?  

• Retell religious stories, making connections with personal experiences. 

• Recall simply what happens at a traditional Christian infant baptism. 

• Recall simply what happens when a baby is welcomed into a religion other than Christianity. 

• To learn and understand the festival Diwali 

• To understand the ways in which Diwali is celebrated 

• To understand that ‘baby’ Jesus was also an adult and the son of god. 

• To use Seesaw to share work with parents’  
 

• PHSE group times  

• Family photos and discussions  

• Various books about different kinds of families  

• Work on the seasons  

• Festivals – Diwali, bonfire (guy Fawkes , remembrance day) 

• Various books with pictures set in the past – Peepo! The Tiger 
who Came to Tea  

• Looking at the local environment map – where do we live is it 
a village? Etc.  

• People who help us topic  

• Familiarise children with the name of the road, and or 
village/town/city the school is located in 

• Look at aerial views of the school setting, encouraging children 
to comment on what they notice, recognising buildings, open 
space, roads and other simple features 

• Visit to the local church  

• Invite visitors from different religious and cultural 
communities into the classroom to share their experiences 
with children. 

• Read texts which talk about changes in the seasons e.g. 
Ferdies falling leaves  
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Expressive Arts and Design 

Educational 
Programme  

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular 
opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children 
see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The 
frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and 
observe. 

Check point/intent Implementation/provision 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability 
to represent them. 

• Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

• Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses 

• Sing in a group  

• Beginning to develop storylines in their pretend play. 

• Begin to explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

• Music and movement  

• Music lessons  

• Music area  

• Music opportunities outdoors  

• Visit to the pantomime  

• Only primary colours for colour mixing  

• Modelling area with various resources  

• Opportunities for role play and adults modelling role play  

• Sing call-and-response songs, so that children can echo phrases of 
songs you sing. Introduce new songs gradually and repeat them 
regularly. Sing slowly, so that children can listen to the words and 
the melody of the song. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  


