
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

I hope that you have enjoyed the summer and are now excited about helping your child 

to begin their learning journey with us here at St Joseph’s School. 

 

The children have completed their first week of their transition into school life at St 

Joseph’s School. It has been lovely to see them arrive at school with big smiles and lots 

of excitement for their school day. They are growing in confidence and have enjoyed 

exploring the surroundings in school. We have been eagerly preparing the setting and 

confirming timetables and routines that will soon become ‘second nature’ for your child. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of a few things... 

8.30 start - Reception children enter school via the Nursery gate (single).  

Please be aware that the morning is a very busy time with children and parents arriving, 

so it can prove difficult to hear/receive messages.  Please go to the school office with 

any important messages or monies. Other paperwork can be passed on to the school in 

your child’s book bag.  

2.30 finish - We endeavour to be as prompt as possible at the end of the day but 

please be patient with us as there are times when we may take longer to organise the 

children and their belongings! (This is especially true on rainy days when we have extra 

boots/clothing to put on.) Children can be collected from the Nursery gate (single). 

Named clothing - We cannot stress the importance of this enough! Please ensure every 

item is clearly named. Although we very much encourage children to care for their 

belongings, they do at times misplace items and in our busy setting we cannot guarantee 

that un-named items will be returned. Reception children do not need to wear white 

shirts or ties like the rest of the school – our uniform (all year round) is the blue polo 

shirt. Can I please also remind you that if earrings are worn to school, they should not 

be hoops, but simple studs. Nail varnish and make-up is not allowed to be worn at school. 

Please ensure your child has a named, blue book bag with the school logo on it as the 

rucksacks are too bulky to store in the classroom. Thank you. 
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Reading - Your child will soon bring home picture books to share. Each Monday will be a 

‘Book Exchange’ day. The children will take reading books home for the week and we 

would like you to return them the following Monday. Please sign or initial your child’s 

yellow reading diary at home to show you have shared the book together. These diaries 

will be checked at school each Monday when we change the books. Thank you. 

Religious Education - Our first R.E. topic is Creation. We will be learning about all the 

wonderful gifts God gave us and how we should care for them. In relation to this we will 

reflect on how God created us all and how we are all special. We will also hear and 

respond to The Story of Creation. Our second topic is Prayers, Saints and Feasts. 

This topic designed to explore family relationships within the context of showing love 

for one another. The children will hear how Jesus cared for us and how he gave us signs 

to demonstrate that care and love. During the last topic, Advent, we will be discussing 

the four Sundays that take us closer to the celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

Worship - Our faith is an integral part to our school. Each day we say a Morning 

Prayer, Grace before lunch and an End of Day Prayer.  

 

Morning Offering  
O my God you love me 

You are with me night and day 

I want to love you always 

In all I do and say 

I’ll try to please you Father, 

Bless me through this day, 

Amen. 

 

Prayer before meals 

Bless us O Lord as we sit together, 

Bless the food we eat today 

Bless the hands that made the food 

Bless us Lord, Amen. 

 

End of Day 

At the end of the day, 

We stop and say, 

Thank you, Lord, for everything. 

We try to be good, 

for we know that we should, 

That’s our prayer at the end of the day, 

Amen. 

 

Please practise these prayers at home with your child. Thank you. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

P.E - Our ‘formal’ PE session will be Thursday. Please support us with clothes changing 

by encouraging independence with dressing at home.  

The PE kit is a blue t-shirt (with St Joseph’s logo), royal blue shorts and black plimsolls 

and again, items of clothing should be named. Any jewellery must be removed for PE 

lessons – any earrings that cannot be removed must be covered with plasters/tape, 

which you should provide in your child’s PE bag. Health and Safety regulations prevent 

members of staff from being able to assist in removing/replacing earrings, so this is 

something that should be done in advance, at home on PE days, or your child should be 

able to do it independently at school. PE bags will be sent home every half term unless 

they get muddy/dirty. 

Reward system - We very much model and encourage positive behaviour and we offer 

children praise and reward for their efforts and achievements. We also use ClassDojo 

which is a behaviour management tool for the classroom. Each child has a profile and 

the teachers can assign positive points throughout the day. 

Free school meals - Please be aware and take full opportunity of the FREE SCHOOL 

MEALS as your child is entitled to this.  

Snack time - In the reception class we have snack time every day. Snack time is a very 

important part of the curriculum when children can practice social conversation and 

listening skills. Snack time always includes a piece of fruit and a drink of either milk or 

water. We are part of a free fruit scheme which means that each child is able to have a 

piece of fruit at no cost to you the parent. Through this scheme the children get to try 

a variety of fruit and vegetables.  
Cool Milk (www.coolmilk.com) deliver milk to school on a daily basis. Milk is free up until 

your child’s 5th birthday and then you can pay for it if you wish them to continue with 

milk. Please see the office for an order form. Your child will need to bring a water 

bottle into school each day. Please ensure this is clearly named and placed in the water 

bottle box each morning (they must ONLY contain water please.) 

 

Lunch Boxes - If your child would like to bring a packed lunch, please remember the 

school does not allow children to bring fizzy drinks or any glass bottles. The school also 

has a NO NUTS policy, as there are children with allergies in the school. 

Children’s Health - Please keep children with any sign of illness at home.  

If your child is away through illness, please telephone the school to advise us of the 

situation. If your child has been away due to illness, please ensure they are fully 

recovered before they return to school to prevent the risk of spreading infection.  

If your child has had any form of sickness or diarrhoea they must be kept at home for 

at least 48 hours after the symptoms have cleared. 



 

 

Topic for the half term - Our topic this half term is ‘Marvellous Me’. The children will 

spend lots of time settling in and getting to know one another. We will have fun finding 

out what your child can do, what they are interested in and where they are with their 

learning so we can establish where they need to go next on their learning journey. A 

copy of the medium-term plan will be available on the school website so you can see 

what your child will be learning over the term. 

Year R Class WhatsApp group – Mrs Lawrence, Jamie’s mum, would like to set up a 

WhatsApp group for the Year R parents. Due to Covid restrictions, it is proving 

difficult for her to contact you all in person, therefore she has asked me to pass on her 

number. Please get in touch with her on 07931456691. Thank you.   

I hope I’ve covered most of what you need to know but if you have any queries or 

worries please contact me via email at z.gallagher@stjosephsbracknell.co.uk. If you 

wish to discuss a concern in detail please make an appointment via the office. 

 

I have enjoyed getting to know all the children this week and I am looking forward to 

seeing them all on Monday to begin our second week together. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs Gallagher and the Reception team  
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