
Newsletter – Autumn 2020 

Year 4 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We hope that you have all had a safe, relaxing summer and were able to spend some 

quality time with your families. For many of you, and your children, school may seem like 

a distant memory, so we hope that your little ones have been as eager to return as we 

have been to see them. Supporting the class this year, we are very fortunate to have 

both Mrs Molony and Mrs Micklewright. 

Due to the rather abnormal end to the school year, over the first few days and weeks 

at school, we have and will continue to take a more holistic approach to teaching. We 

will be using two lovely books, Worrysaurus and Mrs Noah’s Pockets, to help facilitate 

the settling into school life and routine as well as re-establishing relationships with 

peers and adults.  

Curriculum Topics: 

English: This term we will be linking our English closely with our history topic, starting 

with a narrative about Greek myths. We will also be looking at report writing, explanation 

texts and poetry. 

Maths: We will be looking at number; focusing on place value, addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division; and measurement.   

Religion: This term your child will be studying Creation; Prayers, Saints and Feasts and 

Advent.  

Science: We will be learning about Light, Earth and Space in our physics topic. As always, 

we have some very exciting lessons planned for this! 

Humanities:  We will be using our research skills to find out about the Ancient Greeks, 

establishing a chronological understanding of the development of this civilisation and 

considering how their achievements have been important for us today. Later on in the 

term, we will be learning about coastlines in the UK and learning how to protect these. 

Art: The children will be exploring art and completing tasks linked to different curriculum 

areas. 

P.E: PE is an important part of your child’s education and well-being; PE lessons will be on 

Tuesday and Friday afternoons. Please support us by ensuring your child has a weather 

appropriate kit in school on Monday mornings and that it is clearly labelled.  

Computing: Mr. O’Connor will be working with our class on Monday afternoons to enhance 

their computing skills with activities linked to other curriculum areas. We encourage you 

to use purple mash at home to consolidate some of the skills they have learnt at school.  

Spanish: We will continue to learn Spanish with Mrs Moloney on a Tuesday afternoon. 



 

Worship: Our faith is an integral part to our school. Each day we say a Morning Prayer, 

Grace before lunch and an End of Day Prayer. Due to the measures we are taking to keep 

everyone safe in the school, we will not be holding whole-school worships or assemblies; 

instead, worship will be done in individual classrooms. It would be wonderful if you could 

further reinforce this focus on our faith by discussing with your child the RE topics being 

explored in class.  

Home Learning – After the successful use of Padlet during our period of lockdown, we will 

continue to use the platform to issue homework each week on Mondays. Maths homework 

will be completed online on Mathletics and children should also complete 15-20 minutes on 

Times Table Rockstars. There will also be a comprehension and SPaG task (alternate 

weeks), which will be completed in homework books. Once handed out, these homework 

books will be kept at home to reduce the number of items coming to and from school. 

Answers for each task will be provided so they can be marked at home.  

Home Reading –To consolidate reading skills and to improve writing skills, it is essential 

that your child reads every night. We also strongly recommend that they read to you on a 

regular basis, so you can discuss the text and check their understanding. Children will be 

given two books each week from school on a Monday and can also be returned on Mondays 

where they will be quarantined for the recommended 72 hours before being made 

available again for selection. As like before, we ask you to initial and comment in the 

yellow reading record; however, they only need to be brought into school on Mondays along 

with the returning books. 

As always, if there are any other questions or queries, you can contact me via email: 

a.belchamber@stjosephsbracknell.co.uk 

Best wishes, 

Mr Belchamber 

 

 


